
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts    

 

 

    
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 

 
Available are nursery/cribbery care, large print bulletins, and an elevator. 

 

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Oct 2, 2016                                                                                10:00 AM 
WORLD WIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 

“Abide In Me As I Abide in You”  -  Jesus 

 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE “Largo in G” George F. Handel 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

Leader: Come to worship God whose life giving Love was revealed in Jesus.  Let all the ends 

of the earth, the entire globe turn to God 

People:  We come to worship God, Love Incarnate and to sing God’s praises.  We will 

proclaim good news to others. 

Leader:  Beloved, we are called to love as God loves us.  We are to love one another as sisters 

and brothers throughout the world. 

People: Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  We seek to let God’s love 

be perfected in us. 

Leader: Remember that you have been baptized.  God claims you as family and provides 

grace for the call to discipleship. 

All: Christ is the vine, we are the branches.  We will bear good fruit when we abide 

in the vine.  Amen. 

 

*OPENING SONG “How Great is Our God” by Chris Tomlin,  

 Jesse Reeves and Ed Cash 
Verse 1 

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, let all the earth rejoice. 

He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice. 

 

Refrain 
How great is our God! Sing with me: 

How great is our God! And all will see how great, 
How great is our God! 
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Verse 2 
And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands; 

Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, three in one, Father, Spirit, Son, 

The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb. 
 

Refrain 
 

Bridge (x2) 
Name above all names, worthy of all praise. 
My heart will sing: How great is our God! 

 

Refrain (x2) 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  Linda Hartley 

Sense the profound love of God that seeks to live in us. Remember the times you have felt 

connected to the true vine, Jesus Christ.  Listen again to the promise and challenge:  “If you 

abide in me and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish and it will be done for 

you……go forth and bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

O God, we have ignored our origin in You and denied Your rule over all the nations. We 

have pursued illusions of self-interest rather than abiding in Your profound Love.  We have 

turned away from brothers and sisters as if they were enemies to be hated. We are afraid to 

love those who differ from us or who have the power to harm us.  We hesitate to take the 

risks of caring for fear that we may be hurt.  So often, discipleship seems too demanding.   

O loving God, release us from our fears and failures to trust Your love and live with bold 

generosity.  We pray this in the name of Love Incarnate, the Very One who taught us to 

pray saying, 

 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

There is such great news for all who sincerely turnaround from destructive ways and seek a 

living, growing Relationship with God.  Those who are open to the gift of God’s love are blessed 

with the capacity to extend love to others and thus experience the depth and riches of life that 

God intends for us.  It is a joyful Path. When we love one another, God’s love is perfected in us.  

Thanks Be to the Living God.  Amen.   
 

(Everyone may be seated) 
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ALPHA MOMENT  Pastor Paul Sangree 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURE John 15: 1—11 Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
   (pew Bible page 878) 

 

SERMON Sanctuary Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

HYMN #416 “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face” CONSOLATION 

 

TIME OF PRAYER  Pastor Paul Sangree 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  God loves us so much that Jesus was sent to be the atoning sacrifice for our lack 

of love.  The balm of love was offered for our healing so we might be reconciled to God and 

one another.  The world needs such love.  The world needs such peace. What shall we offer in 

thanksgiving for so great a gift? 
 

(In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 
 

 Offertory “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)”  John Newton, Chris Tomlin 

  JoySpring  and Louie Giglio 
  

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

We give, gracious God, because we are so grateful.  Your love has sustained, sheltered, 

challenged and healed us beyond measure.  Through many trials and temptations we have 

already come!  Your loving judgment has provided guidance and pruning for our lives in 

order to bear good fruit.  We give so that your glorious world may know True Peace.  We 

give as a way to seek to abide together in Your Love.   Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

(Note: The crackers in the round container on each communion plate are gluten-free for those 

who cannot eat bread that contains gluten.) 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside rear cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP           “Taste and See” Michael Helman 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Bread of New Life, Source of True Spiritual food, with joy we have received this Sacrament 

of bread and cup, giving You thanks for Jesus Christ, our peace and hope.  Unite Your 

church throughout the world in continuing Christ's ministry and work of love and 

servanthood, that Your name may be praised in all the earth.  Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN #422 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” LINSTEAD 
 

*BENEDICTION COMMISSION AND BLESSING (responsive) 

Leader: Live for God every moment of every day.  Take time to bow down in gratitude for 

God’s love. 

People:  We seek to live as people who know God.  Because we are so loved, we dare to 

love others. 

Leader:  Do not be afraid to witness to your growing faith.  Do not hesitate to show the fruits 

of abiding in Christ. 

People: We will turn to the perfect love that casts out fear.  We will tell of that love to 

future generations. 

Leader: You have been equipped and empowered by love.  God is filling your life with 

purpose, meaning and energy. 

All: We love because god first loved us!  We go out to serve as followers of Jesus 

Christ!  Amen. Amen. 
 

*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Now In Peace” Natalie Sleeth 

Please sing twice in unison, then twice in a round (as directed by the choir). The song ends with 

one more repetition of the bracketed phrase. 
 
 

[Go now in peace], Go now in peace, 
May the love of God surround you 

Ev’rywhere, ev’rywhere 
You may go. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

       BLESSING:  May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

       RESPONSE:  GO NOW IN PEACE. 
 

(We are all invited to pass the peace of Christ to each other now.) 
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*POSTLUDE  JoySpring 
 

Flowers today are given by Celeste Chenet-Monet in honor of her sister, Pat Chenet Marples. 

Janet Rivard greeted you this morning and served as liturgist. 

Pam Faustine and Roy Rogers are Deacon of the day. 

Communion Servers are Cathie and Steve Achorn, James McClung, Nancy Cook, Judy Ellis 

and Audrey Lord. 
 

OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR OCT 2, 2016 
 

Bereavement:  Mike and Anita Lawler’s nephew, Matthew White. 

Continued Prayers: George Frongillo, friend of the Newtons; Carol Norton (friend of Sue Menzel); George 

Reimann; Christopher Bramley; Jane Kruse; Maciej Moskal; Julie Harris (Marge Butcher’s sister-in-law); 

Ted Jaworski’s mother Gina and his sister Liz; Dick Birch; Helena Engberg 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 
 

RUMMAGE SALE 

The Festival Ringers are holding a Rummage Sale on Friday, Oct 14, from 4-8 pm and Saturday, 

Oct 15, from 9-11 am. CLOTHING ONLY, including shoes, accessories and linens. Drop off 

times start after church, Sunday Oct 9, Mon 9-3, Tues 9-2 & 6-9, Wed 9-7, and Thursday 9 to 

noon.  Nothing will be accepted after Thurs. 
 

Because GRANDMA'S ATTIC is returning to the Evergreen Fair on 12/3, yard sale items will be 

gladly accepted at that time.  Thanks for your cooperation.   Any questions please call Sue Menzel at  (508)341-

8239. 

PASTOR PAUL AT PANERA! 

Starting this Wed, Oct. 5
th

, Pastor Paul will be at Panera in downtown Westboro from 4-6PM.  If you would 

like to talk about something or just say “hi”, please drop by! 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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CROP WALK – OCT. 16 

Save the Date: The annual Westborough Crop Walk will take place October 16 at 1 pm, beginning and 

ending at The Congregational Church of Westborough.  It is a walk of about 3 miles. Plan to join folks 

from several of the town's faith congregations to support the Church World Service annual Walk to raise 

funds for the support of programs that serve people in areas of natural disasters and war.  Be in touch with 

Al Hutchinson at millarhutch@aol.com. Registration will be at 12:30 pm and the Walk starts at 1:00 pm.   

Bring your family along.  
 

                                   HALLOWEEN PARTY – OCT 22ND  
Parish Life is sponsoring a Pizza Supper and Halloween Party on Sat. Oct 22

nd
 at 5:30 PM 

downstairs in the Vestry.  This is a party for the young and the young at heart.  Pizza, salad, 

fruit, donuts and beverages will be served.  Children will trick or treat at different stations.  

Then there will be a Halloween story and trophies for best adult and child costume.  For more info call 

Cathie at 508-380-8671 or Nancy at 508-366-0047. 

 

SAVE THE DATE - HABITAT WORK DAY 

On Saturday, November 12, 2016 our church will help to build a duplex in Auburn for two families in need 

of decent, affordable housing.  Skilled, unskilled - there will be plenty of work for everyone.  More 

information and sign-up sheet to follow.  Contact Pam Faustine pfaustine@princeton-ma.us or Doug Wales 

dgavwales@verizon.net.  
 

PLAYGROUP IS BACK! 

Now that summer is over, playgroup will be starting up again!  We meet in the Cribbery downstairs on 

Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:30am.  Questions call Sandy Horton 508-410-9000. 
 

GROCERY CARDS  

        2016 Goal:  $10,000               2016    YTD Sales:  $5,653.50 

Welcome Here! Join us in fulfilling our commitment to our Church's operation budget for 2016. We will 

need our faithful supporters as well as many new ones to accomplish this goal. How does it work? We 

purchase grocery gift cards in bulk at a discounted rate. We then sell the cards to you at face value. It's 

easy. Stop by our table after worship on Sundays for more information. 

Please note: Stop and Shop will no longer allow the purchase of other gift cards with a Stop and Shop gift 

card.  Contact us: Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 

774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 
 

 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again this Thursday, Oct. 6
th

  
 

WELCOME WIRELESS 

We offer wireless internet access within the building.  The name of the network is Welcome2CCW".  The 

password is "CCWnetrulesROK", which implies agreement with the church's network use policy.  These 

"net rules" are posted in the Vestry and available through the church office.  If you have any questions 

about the network, or problems using it, text Tom Morgan at (508)-439-3030 or send email to 

tomteck@aol.com.  

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:dgavwales@verizon.net
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:tomteck@aol.com
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COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 
 

 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

 

                      CALENDAR 

 

Oct 2 World-Wide Communion 

Sunday 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:30 AM Deacons/Kerygma Room 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Oct 3 Monday  

6:00 PM Women’s Fellowship Opening 

Dinner/Vestry 

7:00 PM  Men’s Group/Chapel 

7:30 PM  AA/Cribbery 
 

Oct 4  Tuesday  
 

9:45 AM Whitney Place Service 

10:30 AM Beaumont Service 

11:15 AM Willow’s Communion 
 

Oct 5 Wednesday  

9:00 AM Weaver’s Guild/Vestry, 

Kerygma, Classrooms, Chapel 

9:30 AM Playgroup/Cribbery 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 

6:00 PM ALPHA/Vestry, Fannie Forbes 

7:00 PM Book Study/Chapel 

7:00 PM Choir rehearsal 

7:30 PM JoySpring rehearsal 
 

 

 

 

Oct 6  Thursday 

10:00 AM Staff Meeting/Kerygma Room 

12:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Room 

6:00 PM First year Confirmation 

Kerygma Room 

6:30 PM  BSA/Vestry 
 

Oct 7  Friday (no events scheduled) 
 

Oct 8 Saturday - Deacon’s retreat in 

Framingham 
 

Oct 9 Sunday (Pastor Paul 

preaching) 
9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:30 AM TPC/Room 6 

Noon-3PM Youth Group “Hike & Fish” 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

 

   

                 

mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
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mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
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